
 

 

Dear friends, 

 

Things are moving rapidly with Coronavirus. The trustees and I have been thinking and praying about how best to 

support one another and keep each other safe. These are our decisions on the morning of Wednesday 18th  March: 

 

1. WORSHIP. Coming together to worship God is at the core of our church life - but not at the expense of risk for 

elderly and vulnerable members of our congregation. Yesterday afternoon the Methodist and URC Churches 

issued guidelines saying that all public worship should stop for the duration of the Coronavirus pandemic. It is 

with sadness therefore that I let you know on behalf of the trustees that Christchurch will not be open for public 

worship on Sunday mornings until further notice. I will produce a ‘worship at home’ sheet which will be 

published on the Christchurch website and the Christchurch Facebook Group. It will contain the readings for 

Sunday, a suggested hymn, prayers, and a reflection. We can either use this at home at 10.45am on Sundays, so 

we have a sense of worshipping together though we are apart. Or we can use the material at any time during the 

week that works for us. Tom and Louise will also produce material for children and families to be used in the 

same way. If we can make the technology work, a small group will also meet to worship on Sunday morning and 

livestream or podcast music, prayers, readings and a reflection. All this material will also be made available on 

the circuit website. ’Worship at home’ services will also be prepared by Malcolm and Graham, the other circuit 

ministers, in the same way. We may be separated geographically, but we are one in spirit.  

 

2. STAYING IN TOUCH. Each day from next Monday 23rd March there will be a ‘thought for the day’, a message of 

love, support and reflection on the Christchurch Facebook page. Join the FB group to stay in touch with each 

other while face to face encounters carry a risk. 

 

3. PASTORAL AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT. The decision has been taken to close Thursday Lunch Club and Open 

Church for the foreseeable future. This means that a number of elderly and vulnerable people will potentially be 

quite isolated. A system of pastoral support by phone has been set up amongst Lunch Club volunteers and 

guests. A pastoral working party met last night at the manse.  

a. Stephanie Searle has generously agreed to co-ordinate a group to help out with people who are stuck at 

home, unwell, or self-isolating. If you need shopping or medical supplies, please contact Steph on 

stephsearle1@sky.com or 07824 559 403. If you can join a group co-ordinated by Stephanie, and could 

help pick up or deliver supplies, please get in touch with her straight away!  

b. We can still have phone conversations with each other! Please don’t hesitate to pick up the phone and 

talk to people you know who might be feeling alone in all this. If you’re part of a small group, be in touch 

with each other more often by phone or Whatsapp or whatever means you use. If you want to talk to a 

minister, or would like to be put in touch with someone who can keep in phone contact with you, please 

ring me (Val) or email me: minister@christchurchhitchin.org.uk or 01462 612 571 or 07388 845 877. 

 

4. CHURCH MEETINGS. The Methodist and URC churches advise that all church meetings should be cancelled for 

the foreseeable future. This means that the church meeting on April 2nd will not take place, and other meetings 

in the diary should be cancelled. Please explore with others in your groups how you can meet online, via skype, 

facetime, whatsapp or email to make urgent decisions or simply to keep in touch. 
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5. CHURCH BUILDINGS. At present, we are advising that groups using the building can continue to do so at their 

own risk. We commit to keeping the buildings as clean and safe as we can, but each group should do its own risk 

assessment, and decide whether or not to continue to meet.  

 

This information will be updated regularly as Government and church advice changes. 

 

If you need to talk to someone, please don’t hesitate to phone or email me: 

O1462 612571   07388 845877   minister@christchurchhitchin.org.uk 

 

We are facing difficult times. But we are all held in the love of God, and we are called to embody that love as we care 

for one another.  

Keep praying, and keep hoping.  

You are not alone.    

 

Every blessing, 

Val 
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