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Welcome
Welcome to Christchurch, Hitchin. We’re so glad you have joined us here today for worship.
My name is Katherine Harris, and I am grateful for the team who are making this possible. Some have
contributed by video - like music from Mike Crowley and Mandy Pye - and others are with me now (virtually, at least) - like Paul Arnold reading our Bible passage, and John Hamblin who is our behind-thescenes technical director.

Introduction
We are navigating a new phase of the coronavirus pandemic as more lockdown restrictions are removed.
You may be greeting this with happy relief and joy, or you may be feeling apprehensive and concerned
about this, or even a mixture of both. It is, no doubt, a very challenging time for so many of us.
Our theme today, moving from despair to hope, is a common theme in the Bible and might give us some
direction as we navigate the days ahead.
I can assure you that whoever you are, wherever you are, and however you are feeling, God has prepared a special blessing for you today for ‘God’s mercies are new every morning.’
I know ... sometimes it is easier to believe this than at others.
How about today?
Do you need an opportunity to refocus?
I have a candle sitting atop a twisted-chain candlestick. Can you picture it?
• The chain represents anything that may be troubling you, holding you back, binding you from freedom or wellbeing, or from trusting that God really is for you - by your side and on your side - from believing that God wants only good for you.
• The candle represents Jesus, the Light of the world. He told His followers “…you can have peace in
me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome
the world.” The Light overcomes the darkness.
So as we think about this candle and its flame dancing before us ...
We welcome the peace of Jesus - the Light of the world.
We welcome God’s resurrection power.
We welcome the Holy Spirit in our life, in our home, in our world.
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Holy Spirit, we welcome You (Singing the Faith 385)
1 Holy Spirit, we welcome You,

2 Holy Spirit, we welcome You,

Holy Spirit, we welcome You!
Move among us with holy fire
as we lay aside all earthly desire,
hands reach out and our hearts aspire.
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit,
Holy Spirit, we welcome you!

Holy Spirit, we welcome You!
Let the breeze of Your presence blow
that Your children might truly know
how to move in the Spirit’s flow.
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit,
Holy Spirit, we welcome you!

3 Holy Spirit, we welcome You,

Holy Spirit, we welcome You!
Move among us with holy fire
as we lay aside all earthly desire,
hands reach out and our hearts aspire.
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit,
Holy Spirit, we welcome you!
Christopher Alan Bowater © 1986 Sovereign Lifestyle Music Ltd

Setting the Scene
Today’s passage is from one of the least read books of the Bible: Lamentations.
You might be thinking (and maybe a bit sarcastically): ‘Great. That’s all I need!’
But bear with me. God has something we all need to hear.
Lamentations was written about 2600 years ago, after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple - the
heart of the Israelites. The Jews were taken into exile - ripped from their homes and brought into the
heartland of their enemy. The prophet Jeremiah told them that this would last 70 years.
It was utterly devastating. They lost their homes. They lost their identity. They lost everything.
Imagine being in New York City just after the Twin Towers fell on 9-11. Imagine standing at Ground Zero ...
trying to take it all in ... to make sense of it.
This is the experience.
This is Lamentations.
Each chapter of the book is an acrostic - so each verse begins with the next letter of the Hebrew alphabet
(from aleph to taw). For us, it’s an A-Z, showing absolute completeness. Complete loss. Complete grief,
mourning, despair. Utter devastation.

Lamentations 3:19-26
The thought of my suffering and homelessness is bitter beyond words.
I will never forget this awful time, as I grieve over my loss.
Yet I still dare to hope when I remember this:
The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease.
Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning.
I say to myself, “The Lord is my inheritance; therefore, I will hope in him!”
The Lord is good to those who depend on him, to those who search for him.
So it is good to wait quietly for salvation from the Lord.
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From Despair to Hope
Devastation
This is raw emotion - total honesty with God. (Do we dare be this unguarded?)
We’ve been through a traumatic time (admittedly, not on the scale in Lamentations).
But we have lost much … cherished loved ones, jobs, livelihoods. We’ve been restricted, shielding.
We have been disoriented … our routines disrupted, we have received conflicting advice.
Prolonged uncertainty is exhausting!
The past normal is certainly not the current normal, despite the official permission to open pubs and
hair salons yesterday (I wonder which one you were most looking most forward to) and churches today
- though livestream worship carries on. And normal, as we once knew it, is very unlikely ever to be our
future (at least as far as we can see down the road).
We are all navigating an unknown path.
Decision to trust
And this is where we need faith.
But what kind of faith? Faith in what?
At the core of this passage is Lamentations is this: despite all that has happened, and the uncertainty
of the present, faith is a decision to trust God. In whatever circumstances we face - favourable or
frightening - God has good intentions for us.
Faith is like a muscle - it develops, it can be strengthened. And if faith is strained, even broken, it can
be renewed - resurrected.
There is a prayer from St. Brendan which speaks of this decision to trust, this determination:
I determine amidst all uncertainty always to trust.
I choose to live beyond regret, and let You recreate my life.
I believe You will make a way for me
and provide for me
if only I trust
and obey.
I will trust in the darkness and know that my times are still in Your hand.
I will believe You for my future
chapter by chapter, until the entire story is written.
... Teach me to live with eternity in view,
Tune my spirit to the music of heaven.
Faith is strongly linked to hope.
But hope is not wishful thinking, depending on luck, fingers crossed. But hope is cross shaped.
Lamentations reveals this surprising truth. “Yet I still dare to hope when I remember this...” (v.21) Hope
is focused based on past, not the future.
Hope comes from remembering - a reliance on God’s character and God’s good intentions toward us.
Hope is based on God’s compassion as demonstrated in Christ’s passion. He stopped at nothing to
demonstrate His love for us - to win us back from whatever captured us and holds us hostage
Hope is based on love - unconditional love, undeserved love, love despite everything. God’s love for us
Different each day
This passage in Lamentations shows us the extent of God’s love.
The Hebrew word for blessing, barak, is used more than 330 times in the Old Testament. And in verse
23 of Lamentations 3, we find this: “God’s mercies are new each day.”
New, not repeating but different. It begins afresh each day. Each day’s mercy is unique - never to be
repeated.
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Stop to consider this a moment: a new and different blessing from God each day - so we can face each
new challenge.
• That’s 365 new blessings and mercies each year. God’s mercies are new, different, fresh,
unique each day.
• Which means, by the time you reached the age of 18, you would have received 6,574 fresh and
new acts of compassion from God.
• Any guess on when you will have received 15,000 different divine daily blessings? Not too long
after your 41st birthday.
• And as you celebrate your 80th birthday, you would be enjoying your 29,220th unique blessing
from God.
Infinite is God’s love, compassion, and creativity. Each day uniquely matched with a blessing from God.
Of course, the greatest blessing of God is God’s own Self. God with us, for us, in us, through us.
We experience this new each day - the Holy Spirit is dynamic, flexible, sustaining, empowering. So as
our lives change, day by day, God matches it, day by day. Like manna - just enough for the day.
A blessing, just right for the day ahead.
Determination to wait
But, day by day is not easy. We want to rush to the ‘happily ever after.’ But we have to take life, one
day at a time. Charles Swindoll once said: “The hardest thing about life is that it’s so daily.”
And, so, we have to wait.
We can’t get an advanced store of blessings to hold onto just in case we need it in the future. It’s day
by day. We have to wait on God’s timing, which, in my experience, is often not the timing I would like.
But that’s where the determination to trust comes in. Determination to trust in God and to wait on God.
So, as Lamentations 3:25-26 advises, we wait. We wait confidently and quietly, knowing that we can
trust God’s daily presence and blessing for whatever we need each day.
And whatever we are facing, whatever we are feeling, we can dare to hope.

Dare to Hope
A video montage of various congregation members reading Lamentations 3:19-26.

Great is thy faithfulness (Singing the Faith 51)
1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

2 Summer and winter, and springtime and

there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not,
thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been thou ever wilt be:
Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

harvest,
sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love:
Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.
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3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.
Thomas O. Chisholm © 1923, 1951 Hope Publishing Company

Christchurch Community Moment
Our Christchurch Community Moment is a bit different today and was recorded earlier in the week.
Katherine interviews the Blue Nina - a character from the upcoming Holiday Club (which takes place during the last week of July, from the 27th-31st).

Prayers
Let us focus, once again, on the image of the candle representing Jesus, the Light of the world, and God’s
victory over the darkness, anxiety and evil of this world.
Let us turn to our focus on God in our prayers, with as much raw honesty as we can muster, trusting in
God’s divine love and mercy … for ourselves, our community and the world.
Our prayers will follow the pattern of our reading, with pauses for your own thoughts and prayers:
• devastation
Lord, we acknowledge our pain, loss, suffering and grief...
• the people we miss, activities, places we used to enjoy...
• and think about the pandemic in parts of world already struggling with basic subsistence...
Lord, we bring these to You.
Jesus, Light of the world, illuminate our lives with faith, hope and love.
• decision to trust
We decide to trust You God for Your presence and provision, compassion and caring...
• directly and through others...
We trust You as a church
• as a congregation, denomination, and as a worldwide Church ...
• in our preparations to gather again as your people ...
• for the Ninja Angels Holiday Club at the end of July - that children will sign up this week to
experience Your love in exciting new ways ...
Lord, we bring these to You.
Jesus, Light of the world, illuminate our lives with faith, hope and love.
• different each day
Lord, You meet us where we are
• whether in joy or anxiety ...
• in our uncertainty involving so many areas of ordinary life...
• our health, our finances, the economy ...
There is just so much we don’t know.
Lord, we bring these to You.
Jesus, Light of the world, illuminate our lives with faith, hope and love.
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• determination to wait
In this time, Lord, we are determined
• to wait for You ...
• to wait on You as we have to navigate and negotiate a myriad of required changes and
uncertainties for ourselves, our community, the nations ...
Be with us.
Help us to know Your presence.
Lord, we bring these to You.
Jesus, Light of the world, illuminate our lives with faith, hope and love.
Amen.

I invite you now to say out loud the Lord’s prayer.
Use whichever version you prefer.
Use whichever language feels most natural.
Although we are apart, we join together in the prayer that Jesus taught us.
Our Father…

Farewell
We’re so glad you have been able to join us today.
Christchurch is so much more than a building - it is, of course, an open and welcoming community of people. People growing together in faith and love.
And though we continue to meet together virtually rather than physically, one day, we will meet again face to face.
In the meantime
• may you recognise God’s brand new mercy which is yours today
• may you dare to hope
• may the peace of Christ be with you, your loved ones, and with each person you encounter.
And now, we finish our time together by blessing each other in song:

May the peace of the Lord (Celtic Daily Prayer)
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,
wherever He may send you.
May He guide you through the wilderness,
Protect you through the storm.
May He bring you home rejoicing
at the wonders He has shown you.
May He bring you home rejoicing
once again into our doors.
Northumbria Community Trust © 1999 CN Publishing/Copycare
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