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John 1:35-51

Welcome
Welcome to this livestreamed worship from Christchurch, Hitchin. (Introduce the team.)
We believe —
even in the midst of these uncertain times,
and perhaps especially in these uncertain times —
that God is for us. God is with us.
Edmund Banyard writes about hearing God speak in challenging times:
It isn’t easy to recognise
that You may be present
when we are strangely restless,
seeking we know not what.

Yet when we do stop to listen;
when we do acknowledge
that what disturbs us
may be You seeking us;
that is still only the beginning.

It isn’t easy to recognise
that You may be speaking
when we are confronted
with a disconcerting challenge.

To move on from hearing
to doing …
that is another thing altogether.

It isn’t easy at any time
to recognise that You may be
calling us.
Perhaps you recognise this in yourself.
I know I do.

Last Sunday, our Covenant service reminded us
to love well in each of our small choices and daily habits,
to seek God through every circumstance — whether challenging or easy.
We promised to move on from hearing to doing.
In this season of Epiphany — the sudden and profound revelation of who Jesus really is and what it all really
means — we are invited to enter into Life with Jesus … to move from hearing about Jesus to entering into his
presence and sharing in his ministry.
Even now, Jesus is calling us, seeking us, drawing us closer to the heart of God. Through the words of the Bible,
our music, meditations and prayers, God is reaching out to us in love and welcoming us into the Kingdom of
Heaven.
As we gather together in worship — a dispersed community now: meeting in different places and at different times,
connected online or through printed pages — in the Name of Christ, united by the Holy Spirit, we praise God’s
goodness and proclaim God’s greatness. We recognise and honour Jesus of Nazareth as our Lord and Saviour.

Jesus is the name we honour (StF 354)
1 Jesus is the name we honour;
Jesus is the name we praise.
Majestic name above all other names,
the highest heaven and earth proclaim
that Jesus is our God.

We will glorify,
we will lift him high,
we will give him honour and praise.
We will glorify,
we will lift him high,
we will give him honour and praise.
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2 Jesus is the name we worship;
Jesus is the name we trust.
He is the King above all other kings,
let all creation stand and sing
that Jesus is our God.

3 Jesus is the Father’s splendour;
Jesus is the Father’s joy.
He will return to reign in majesty,
and every eye at last will see
that Jesus is our God.

We will glorify …

We will glorify …
Phillip Lawson-Johnston

Introduction
So why did the first disciples decide to follow Jesus? How did they know he was the Messiah, God’s Chosen One?
It happened through a chain of events — a series of epiphanies (revelations) — which began as Jesus was
baptised. At first, even John the Baptiser didn’t recognise Jesus was the Messiah. But when the Holy Spirit
descended like a dove from heaven and rested upon Jesus, it was the sign that the prophet had been looking for.
Jesus was the Lamb of God.
John then points Jesus out to two of his own disciples, and the chain reaction begins. Epiphany after epiphany,
discovery after discovery, invitation after invitation — all the the refrain ‘come and see.’
But rather than hearing the Bible passage read, we are going to see it enacted.
As old Chinese proverb, often attributed to Confucius, says:
“What I hear, I forget;
what I see, I remember;
what I do, I understand.”
So let’s ‘step into the scene’ as described by the apostle John (not the baptist) in the first chapter of his gospel.

John 1:35-51
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQQGs0XnoIg
(from 7:47 - 12:51)

Come and See
Take just a moment to reflect on this scene.
I wonder … what stood out for you?
I wonder … what questions came to your mind?
I wonder … where you are in this scene? What part of this is about you?
Too often we rush into explanations and applications. But, just for a moment, be still and reflect on what you have
seen and heard …
The scene was taken from The Visual Bible: The Gospel of John, a 2003 film which is a word-for-word depiction of
the Good News Bible. It faithfully follows the biblical text — it doesn’t add to the story from any of the other three
gospels nor does it leave out any of the more complex passages. Some people find this an easier way to immerse
themselves in the Bible. As the early disciples encounter Jesus for the first time, we can share their experiences —
step into the story for ourselves.
It begins with the prophet John pointing out Jesus to two of his own disciples. ‘There is the Lamb of God.’ They
leave their former rabbi and approach Jesus. Did they understand what it meant for Jesus to be the Son of God?
Unlikely. But they knew they wanted to know more.
Sound familiar?
I know I don’t know enough about Jesus, but I want to know more.
How about you?
These two former disciples of John the baptiser now approach Jesus.
But it is Jesus who asks the first question: ‘What are you looking for?’
It is a question Jesus asks us as well:
What are you looking for?
What do you expect from Jesus?
What do you need to know before committing to whole-heartedly following him?
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They answer Jesus’ question with one of their own. ’Where do you live… rabbi?’
With this, they declare their intention — to stay with Jesus, to learn from him, to devote themselves to his teaching,
to follow Jesus so closely that the dust from his footsteps will cling to their robes. Their former rabbi has declared
Jesus to be the long-expected Messiah, and, taking the prophet at his word, they commit themselves to Jesus – if
he will have them.
Jesus replies with an invitation. ‘Come and see.’
That invitation is extended to you as well.
‘Come and see.’
Jesus invites us to stay with him, to abide with him, and to discover who he really is.
Jesus offers us a relationship with him. We don’t have to have answers, just a willingness to discover more.
They see and stay.
And then, overjoyed with what they have found, they rush out to share the invitation with others.
Andrew seeks out his brother Simon. Simon is given a new name, a new identity. Peter. ’Rocky.’ And because of
Jesus, he eventually changes from an impetuous fisherman to a shepherd, caring for the flock of Christ’s fledgling
church.
Philip looks for Nathaniel and extends an invitation to his skeptical friend, ’come and see for yourself.’ And
skepticism is transformed into faith.
This invitation is for all, regardless of our past or present.
It is part of a repeating pattern: invitation, experience, relationship, new identity, transformation
invitation to Jesus – ‘come and see’
experience of Jesus – to stay and discover who he really is
relationship with Jesus – welcomed with open arms
new identity from Jesus
transformed by Jesus
‘Come and see.’ Simple words, really. But we often find it even more difficult to extend this invitation than accept it.
‘Come and see Jesus’ is not the same as ‘Come and see the church.’
Too often, that is the invitation we extend to others.
Maybe this strange world of lockdown can offer us new opportunities ...
an opportunity to encounter the real Jesus without all the trappings we usually add on
an opportunity to take time to deepen our relationships
an opportunity to explore our own identity as a child of God
an opportunity to discover the transformational power of prayer
an opportunity to appreciate the gifts we have already received
an opportunity to love and serve others in new ways
’Come and see.’

Come with me, come wander, come welcome the world (StF 462)
1 Come with me, come wander, come welcome the
world
where strangers might smile or where stones may
be hurled;
come leave what you cling to, lay down what you
clutch
and find, with hands empty, that hearts can hold
much.

2 Come walk in my company, come sleep by my
side,
come savour a lifestyle with nothing to hide;
come sit at my table and eat with my friends,
discovering that love which the world never ends.
Sing hey for the carpenter …
3 Come share in my laughter, come close to my
fears,
come find yourself washed with the kiss of my
tears;
come stand close at hand while I suffer and die
and find in three days how I never will lie.

Sing hey for the carpenter leaving his tools!
Sing hey for the Pharisees leaving their rules!
Sing hey for the fishermen leaving their nets!
Sing hey for the people who leave their
regrets!

Sing hey for the carpenter …
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4 Come leave your possessions, come share out your treasure,
come give and receive without method or measure;
come loose every bond that’s resisting the Spirit,
enabling the earth to be yours to inherit.
Sing hey for the carpenter …
John L. Bell and Graham Maule

Prayer
For our prayers, I am lighting a candle to symbolise the Light of world, Jesus.
God is present in our troubled world,
overcoming the darkness and oppression,
bringing hope and healing, peace and restoration.
Be still for a moment.
There will be times of stillness in our prayers.
In the stillness, we can become more aware of God’s presence. Yet God is with us always.
What is it that you would like to bring before your loving Heavenly Father? ...
Is there someone on your heart and mind?
Who especially needs God’s presence and blessing? ...
As we enter into this week of Christian Unity, we join with other churches in Hitchin in praying
for the NHS, now under tremendous strain due to the coronavirus,
and for the staff at Lister Hospital, facing unbelievable stress as they care for critically ill patients with COVID-19.
Think of them now with all the love you can manage, and ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance ...
Thank you Lord for their faithfulness, courage and compassion. Keep them safe in Your care.
Holy Spirit, bring to our minds the people whose lives have been impacted by COVID-19 and the lockdown…
Show us how to love and support them.
What has caught your attention in the news? …
new coronavirus strains
insurrection in the US Capitol and the upcoming presidential inauguration
empty grocery shelves in Northern Ireland and food parcels for school children
catastrophic loss of biodiversity
Where is God’s peace, wisdom and restoration desperately needed? ...
Where do you long to see God’s Kingdom break through? ...
Lord of the Church, hear our prayers,
and enable us to do Your will.
We thank You for those people who have played a significant role in our own faith journey ...
Help us to accept Jesus’ invitation to ‘come and see’ who he truly is.
enable our trust in him to grow and bubble over into every corner of our lives.
Unite us in Christ
and enable us to our make our faith active in love,
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
I invite you now to say out loud the Lord’s prayer.
Use whichever version you prefer.
Use whichever language feels most natural.
Although we are apart, we join together in the prayer that Jesus taught us.
Our Father...
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Blessing
In the Name and with the authority of Jesus:
I bless you in all of your ways, so you may
grow in God’s grace,
deepen your faith in Jesus,
and live boldly in the power of the Holy Spirit.
God longs to bless you
and bless others through you.
Come and see.
Amen.

Teach me to dance to the beat of your heart (StF 477)
Teach me to dance to the beat of your heart,
teach me to move in the power of your Spirit,
teach me to walk in the light of your presence,
teach me to dance to the beat of your heart.
Teach me to love with your heart of compassion,
teach me to trust in the word of your promise,
teach me to hope in the day of your coming,
teach me to dance to the beat of your heart.
1 You wrote the rhythm of life,
created heaven and earth;
in you is joy without measure.
So, like a child in your sight,
I dance to see your delight,
for I was made for your pleasure,
pleasure.

2 Let all my movements express
a heart that loves to say ‘yes,’
a will that leaps to obey you.
Let all my energy blaze
to see the joy in your face,
let my whole being praise you,
praise you.

Teach me to dance …

Teach me to dance …
Graham Kendrick and Steve Thompson
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